
Va Thavisack was born on August 12, 1961 to La and Vixay Thavisack in Champasack, Laos.  A 
small country in southeast Asia. Va Thavisack is the eldest of 5 kids and was very spoiled because she was 
the first child born in the family. She has 3 sisters and 1 brother.       
 
            Va Thavisack did not attend school. Education was not important at the time. Her family owned a 
tobacco and livestock farm. She was taught to be domesticated. That was the way of life during that era in 
southeast Asia. She grew up farming with family at a young age and had to help her family make a living. 
The Thavisack family lived in an underdeveloped part of the country with no electricity and had to get water 
from the well. Va Thavisack would have to go fishing, pick mushrooms, and pick fruits/vegetables to eat. 
 

Va Thavisack didn't get to enjoy being a teenager. From 1975 to 1981, Va Thavisack and her family 
had to escape Laos and cross over to the border of Thailand to escape the Vietnam war to a refugee camp. 
The communists were taking over the country of Laos and they had to escape to prevent from being slaves or 
get killed. Life in the refugee camps was horrible. They had to wait very long time for documents to process 
to get accepted to different refugee camps in other countries. Va Thavisack and her family traveled from 
Thailand to Hong Kong and then to the Philippines in hopes for a better life. 
 

In 1981, The Thavisack family was sponsored by a Catholic church in New York to come to the 
United States. Since the majority of the family were in California, paperwork was transferred over to 
California. At age 20, Va Thavisack landed in San Francisco with all her family members. They were 
thankful not to be split up. They settled in Stockton, California and Va Thavisack attended an adult education 
program where she learned English and the American ways. Va Thavisack worked at a local farmers market. 
She met her husband Bounheng Douangkeo in 1982, which was a result of an arranged marriage. She 
married her husband Bounheng in 1985 in San Diego California. They relocated back to Stockton to start a 
family. They had their first daughter Salina in 1987. Then they had their second daughter Sabrina who was 
born in 1989. 
 

 Va Thavisack and Bounheng Douangkeo had their son David in 1993. In 1994, Va and her family 
decided to move to Springfield, Oregon to start a new life away from Stockton. It was starting to be a bad 
place to raise a family due to gangs and violence. Va Thavisack became a seamstress at a furniture 
manufacturer and her husband was a stay at home dad due to getting injured from work. In 1997, their third 
daughter Vanissa was born. Va Thavisack and Bounheng Douangkeo were happy with 4 kids. Even numbers 
are a sign of good luck in the Asian culture. Va Thavisack also worked at a Thai restaurant after her regular 
day job and got paid under the table.  
 

Growing up as an immigrant was difficult without the proper education. Va Thavisack had to work 
very hard to get everything in life. Still to this day she has to work hard to provide a roof over her head and 
put food on the table by working long hours and odd jobs, such as picking mushrooms and berries. She is 
very happy to be here with all her kids and grandkids. Va Thavisack has 9 amazing grandkids and gets to 
spend time with them when their parents go to work. Someday she would like to go back to Laos and visit 
family and show all her kids and grandkids her homeland. 
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