
Why is this program 
benefi cial for both English 
and Spanish Speakers?
•Dual Immersion programs are an additive 

model for both groups.

•Spanish speakers maintain their fi rst language 
while learning a second language.

•This program presents no risk to the 
English speakers’ dominant language while 
developing literacy in Spanish.

•Students are taught language and academics 
through second Language approaches to 
ensure their success.

Enrollment will be open 
to Kindergarten and 

1st grade students for 
the 2018-19 school year

Bilingualism promotes language development, 
enhances academic and cognitive knowledge, 
encourages social and family relationships, and 
benefi ts future professional careers.

PROGRAM IS HOUSED AT:

Guy Lee Elementary School
755 Harlow Road

Springfi eld, OR 97477

541.744.6391

Principal - Amber Mitchell 

amber.mitchell@springfi eld.k12.or.us

Dual Immersion Program Coordinator - 
Laura Contreras-Weiss 

laura.weiss@springfi eld.k12.or.us
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Program Goals
The goals of the Dual Immersion Program are to 
provide opportunities for students to:

• perform at, or above, grade level in both 
languages

• develop high levels of proficiency in listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing in both English 
and Spanish

• develop a positive attitude toward those who 
speak the other language and toward their 
culture and

• promote self-esteem and leadership skills

How do we apply?
If you are interested in enrolling your child in 
the two-way immersion program, you can visit 
our district website for information and an 
application.

http://www.springfield.k12.or.us/dualimmersion

SPRINGFIELD’S DUAL IMMERSION PROGRAM

Program Design & Evaluation
50:50 Two-Way Immersion Model:
• 50% of the day will be taught in Spanish

• 50% of the day will be taught in English

• Balance of English Speakers and Spanish Speaker

Evaluation
Evaluation of student progress includes regular 
district assessments plus assessments of Spanish 
language skills.

English Learners and English speakers receive 
daily instruction in English Language Development. 
Classes are taught by qualified bilingual teachers. 
Teaming with other school based teachers is 
encouraged to promote a school-wide program and 
provide additional language models.

 School Grade  
 Year Implementation

 2014-15 Kindergarten

 2015-16 First Grade

 2016-17 Second Grade

 2017-18 Third Grade

 2018-19 Fourth Grade

 2019-20 Fifth Grade

What is Two-Way (Dual)  
Immersion Education?
Two-Way (Dual) Immersion education is 
an organized curriculum designed to help 
students develop functional fluency and 
literacy in a second language. Children 
learn their regular school subjects in both 
English and Spanish. It is aligned with 
the Common Core State Standards.

Quick Q&A
Does it work?
Yes! It definitely works. Students in the Dual 
Immersion Program will develop high levels of 
proficiency in their first and second language. 
These incredible benefits occur over a span 
of several years spent in the program. Our 
Dual Immersion Program maintains the same 
academic standards and curricula that are in 
place for other students in the school district.

But don’t they fall behind if they 
are not already bilingual?
No, that’s the beauty of it.  Teachers use 
a variety of methods, called ‘sheltering 
techniques’, to help children who are working 
in their second language to understand the 
curriculum.  Again, the children aren’t able to 
show all that they are learning until they begin 
to master their second language, which takes 
several years.

What if I don’t speak Spanish?
There are many things you can do at home to 
help your child be academically successful in a 
two-way immersion program, even if you don’t 
speak the language.


