Springfield

Native Youth Center
“Heads, Hearts and Hands” — community comes together to give Indian Ed a home.

Heads

The idea for the Native Youth Center emerged when the
district recognized the need for a space to serve as the hub of our
Indian Education Program. With the growth of the program, it became
increasingly important to establish a central gathering place that was safe,
warm and welcoming for the district’s Native youth. The perfect place was
found in an unused corner of Two Rivers–Dos Ríos Elementary School.

HeaRTS

The center would not have been
possible without the outpouring of support
and generous donations from community
members and organizations. Whether it
was a donation of time, money or supplies,
the community played a key role in making
the Native Youth Center come to life.

Hands

Impact

Students, parents and program staff collaborated with architects
to make their vision of the Native Youth Center a reality. After months of
intense planning and renovating, the old locker room transformed into a
calming and fun space for our youth.
Upon entering the facility, guests are invited to
walk through the natural wood columns outside of
Two Rivers–Dos Ríos and touch the basalt talking
stone. The interior features custom cabinetry
crafted by the district, windows to allow natural
light, earth-toned walls and hand-carved wood
pillars. Staying true to Native tradition, the floor
pattern mirrors two rivers joining in unison with the
calming colors symbolizing a yellow grassland, a
green river and the brown earth.

The Native Youth Center will provide a central
meeting location for Indian Education students
across the district to gather to study and learn,
play recreational tribal games, make crafts, dance,
drum, sing and cook. Native students will be able
to develop their tribal identity while interacting with
mentors, community leaders and other students.

Features
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Storage room for regalia and drums
Full kitchen for potlucks and events
Sewing station
Arts and crafts area
Book shelves and books, ready for Native storytime
ADA-accessible bathroom
Large office area
Separate entrance
Access to gym and playground

SPecial Thanks TO...
the Oregon Community Foundation, for the grant that made the Native Youth Center possible, and to the Springfield Education Foundation, for helping secure it; to
Jonathan Price of gLAs Architects, who brought the vision to life; SPS Maintenance staff, for their craftsmanship; and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
Nancy Webber, Nancy Golden, Willamette National Forest, and other donors for their kind contributions to the project.

Springfield

Indian Education Program
The Indian Education Program
offers a variety of activities and
resources that are designed
to empower Native youth and
families and support Native
understanding and awareness
through Springfield Public
Schools and the community.
The goal is to treat every
student and family as an
integral piece of an inter-tribal community and provide them
with the unique resources they need to succeed.
Native family and community members work closely to create
content for the program. Together, they constantly look for new
ways to empower Native youth while providing them with a
solid foundation to reach personal and academic goals.

Who is the Indian Ed
Program?
With hundreds of Native American/Alaskan
Native students spreading across 20 schools,
the Springfield Native community is larger than
people may think. With the passing of long-time
coordinator Virgil Martin, others have stepped
in to continue to grow the
program to include more
Native students and more
activities.
Currently there are 220
students in the program
and more than 50 tribes
represented, a 32 percent
increase from last year.

Program GOALS
•
•
•
•
•

Increase school readiness.
Increase graduation rate.
Increase school attendance rate.
Increase integration of Indian specific content
into curriculum.
Foster cultural awareness and identity
for students, families and community.

Program Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Literacy and STEM activities
Tutoring and mentoring
Native Student Union and Leadership
Native family craft and cultural events
College outreach and planning activities
Parent Steering Committee
Additional cultural and learning opportunities
Annual Pow Wow

Who Qualifies?
Any Springfield Public Schools
student who is a member of a
tribe, band or other organized
group of State or Federally
recognized Indians, including
those tribes or bands or
groups terminated since 1940,
or a child or grandchild of any
group mentioned above is
eligible for services.
Additionally, any Eskimo, Aleut
or other Alaskan Native, any
student who is considered
by the secretary of the
Department of the Interior
to be Indian or any student
whose tribe received a grant
under the Indian Education
Act of 1988 can join the Indian
Education Program.

To find out more about the Springfield Indian Education program:
Visit www.springfield.k12.or.us/indianed or call (541) 726-4301.
The program also has an active Facebook presence:
www.facebook.com/SpringfieldIndianEducationProgram

