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There are many extra curric-
ular activities that people can 
take at THS.  Some may include 
big productions like theater, 
our very own newspaper pro-
duction, or the famed football 
games.  But one in question 
that seems to differentiate 

from the normal highschool 
experience would be the ro-
botics team.  The team has a lot 
of different things to work with 
such as math, precise calcula-
tions, teamwork, and building! 

It would seem as though all 
different academic subjects 

merged into one with this club. 
Now the question would first 
be, What do you even do in 
robotics? 

Part of one of the robotics 
teams, sophomore Bridgette 
Huaracha-Sanchez told me, 
“We build different types of 

robots to compete in different 
schools against each other.” 
Robotics also has competitions 
as said! Playing against other 
schools and taking home the 
trophy for our school. Robotics 
has it all.  The one aspect to be 
focused on would be the team-
work needed to even function 
there. How many teams are 
there, and would teams be 
required when you sign up? 

Brody Turnbull had to say, 
“There are four teams, 3 rook-
ies, 1 veteran. It is required 
to do a team, that or you’re 
screwed.”  Teams could solve so 
much and add so much more 
help and solutions for the proj-
ect at hand.  

Competitions in Thurston as 
well are tough and can take a 
while even to plan for them.  
It’s better to have plenty of 
time to work on it than at the 
last minute! 

The team must be glad they 
can have some of that extra 
time Mr. Hampton gives in 
advance.

In the end robotics at Thur-
ston is a commitment and well 
worth your time. 

Full of both friends and may-
be even having a family like 
setting of sharing the good, 
proud moments and some of 
the bickering most families 
share. 
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Upcoming Events:

Dutch Bros - Bigger & Better??

Thurston Robotics Club 

Amidst all the chaos hap-
pening this month, Dutch 
Bros has decided to add to 
it in their own way. Thank-
fully it’s not a bad thing, at 

least not in the long run. 
Dutch is temporarily clos-
ing their doors (or lanes 
I suppose) in order to go 
through a bit of remodel-
ling. This may be a bit trou-
blesome for Luke Foshay, a 

senior, as he won’t be able 
to get his “mango smooth-
ie”. However, good things 
come to those who wait 
and our patience will be re-
warded in due time.

It makes one curious to 
know what they’ll add to 
it. Jacey Roberts, a sopho-
more who goes into Dutch 
Bros usually “2-3 times a 
week”, says “they’ll proba-
bly remodel their technol-
ogy inside and make things 
a lot smoother and faster”. 

Maybe in the future Fos-
hay will be able to get his 
mango smoothie even fast-
er than before, wouldn’t 
that be a treat.

Jokes aside, this is likely 
a very wise investment for 
Dutch as Averie Stockwell, 
a senior who has worked at 
the franchise before (just at 
a different location), claims 
“it is good that they are up-
sizing and trying to make it 
bigger because they do get 
an awful lot of business”. 
They may lose a bit of busi-
ness in the time it takes to 
remodel but people will 
quickly be drawn back in 
by the joyful atmosphere. 

They also won’t need to 
worry about not having 
enough people to work 
there s ince Stockwell 
mentioned that when she 

worked there  “it was a re-
ally good family environ-
ment” and “there was no 
point in which I felt like I 
was working too much or 
where it was getting too 
overwhelming, it was a 
very good group of indi-
viduals”.

As Dutch Bros is high-
ly successful, especially 
among the youth, I can’t 
see them tanking any hits 
from this. When they fin-
ish their construction and 
open back up, I’ll be happy 
to see the cars line up for 
the sweet, sugary, and caf-
feinated drinks.

By Natalia Brunton
Photo Credit: Rian Bates

By Griffin Stehr
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A Day in the Life of a Member

Photo Credit: USA Today Photo Credit: Thurston Volleyball Facebook Page

• THS Theater’s 
Fall Play: Nov. 
18th-20th

• No School: 
Nov. 25th-26th

• Holiday Craft 
Faire: Nov. 
26th-27th

• Boys Varsity Basket-
ball Home Game vs. 
Lebanon: Dec. 1st @ 
6:45

• Girls Varsity Basket-
ball Away Game vs. 
Lebanon: Dec. 1st @ 
7:00

• Cabaret Category 
Championships: 
Dec. 4th @ Sher-
wood High School

• Varsity Wrestling 
Cascade Tourna-
ment: Dec. 4th @ 
9:00 AM
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THS Theater’s Fall Play 
By Autumn Pietro

The Thurston Theater 
Thespians has been wor-
king restlessly to bring us 
Treasure Island! 

Everyone has been thri-
ving for opportunities to 
“get back to normal” and 
here we are being presen-
ted with one of those most 
desired moments. 

These past two years have 
been quite crazy times. 

And many if us have been 
looking Forward to get to 
return to active such as 
this.

The fall play is the first in-
-person play for the school 
in over a year. 

As I interviewed some of 
the cast they struggled to 
contain their excitement 
and hold back without 
spoiling some of the hid-
den pieces about Treasure 
Island. 

Seth Miller says that Tre-
asure Island is “a story of 
adventure, betrayal, and 
downright pirate hijinks, is 
not just a fantasy story put 
on by some high schoolers. 

It’s a rewind, the restart 
button, to finally pave a 
new path to recovery, that 
the world truly needs at 
this point.”

I spoke with one of the 
leads of this play and he 
is thrilled to be part of this 

production.
 Andrew Booren will be 

playing the part of the boy 
who gets a treasure map.

The play will be held here 
at Thurston High’s theater.  
It is taking place from No-
vember the 11th to 13th 
and the 18th and 20th.

 And from all that I have 
heard it is worth your time 
to go see it.

Ashley Metz says that this 
play, “is a great opportuni-

ty for new theater mem-
bers to get involved.” 

Come enjoy the story of 
a boy who goes on a great 
journey.

Let’s not only show our 
support to the cast and 
crew of Treasure Island, 
but grab a friend and fa-
mily member to come out 
and enjoy the long awaited 
play of Treasure Island. 

  People that celebrate thanks-
giving love it for so many rea-
sons such as the food, family 
gatherings,having no school, 
and so many other things you 
are able to do on thanksgiving. 
Thanksgiving for many people 
is one of their favorite holidays 
for these reasons, but the ques-
tion is what do people from our 
school like about thanksgiving?
 Is it really just about the food or 
is it something more emotional 
than that? 
We interviewed Payton Wheatley 
and Aidan Tallmanabout what 
their favorite parts of thanksgi-
ving are. 
Aidan stated “Thanksgiving is my 
favorite holiday because I get to 
see my boyfriend and get to see 
all my family, and eat all the ama-
zing food that I have in front of 
me.” 
We also asked Payton who said 
“I love thanksgiving for the ham 
and the turkey and the amazing 
people. I like turkey bowl so we 
can play football with the col-
lege people.”  Most people love 
Thanksgiving for those reasons, 
the food, the family, and wat-
ching football games. Only what’s 
the real reason for Thanksgiving? 
The real reason we have thanks-
giving is to celebrate the harvest 
and the other blessings for the 
past year. So now most people in 
America celebrate Thanksgiving 

on the third Thursday of Novem-
ber. Most people get together 
on Thanksgiving to celebrate all 
the things that they are grateful 
for such as family, having things, 
amazing friends, the food that 
we have, having a roof over our 
heads and many more. This time 
of year plus the other holidays 
is the best time just to enjoy the 
company of your loved ones.
  Some fun things people do on 
thanksgiving is play football, 
corn hole, card or board games. 
Watch football, and so many 
more games! Watching the Ma-
cy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade is 
also a must.
Some cool traditions people 
have for thanksgiving are to go 
up to bend, the coast or even out 
of state. 
Some people eat the heart and 
the liver out of the turkey as a 
part of their family traditions. 
Another big thing people are ex-
cited about at thanksgiving  is 
black friday the following day, it’s 
an amazing chance to get all the 
gifts for your friends and family 
for a much cheaper price! 

These are only some of the tradi-
tions that people celebrate and 
do on thanksgiving so what are 
yours?

By Larissa Rivera 

Photo credit: Google Images

Thanksgiving
A Time to Count Your Blessings

Photo credits: Google Images



For those who are strug-
gling through this school 
year, your peers have 
some amazing advice 
to help you preserve 
through these difficult 
times.
Seth Miller is a 17 year 
old Senior here at Thur-
ston. He thoroughly 
enjoys working with the 
Theater. One of his hob-
bies is writing, and his 
favorite class is English. 
Seth’s advice for the 
student body is to, “get 
involved, because it is 
important to be involved 
in the school culture. 
Community based in-

volvement can boost 
your mental health. It 
also helps your self es-
teem and confidence.”
15 year old Abigail Moor-
head is a sophomore 
here at Thurston. Abby’s 
favorite things to do 
are draw and play video 
games. 
She said that her favorite 
video games are Mine-
craft and Twisted Metal. 
Math and Chemistry are 
her favorite subjects.
When she gets older she 
hopes to go into some 
kind of engineering as 
her career. A fun fact 
about her is that her fam-
ily owns 8 cars.

She enjoys helping 
fix the cars outside of 
school. Badminton is a 
passion of hers that she 
likes to participate in 
recreational games.
I asked Abby if she had 
any advice that she 
would tell the student 
body about. She said, 
“Try to memorize where 
your classes are and 
listen to your teachers 
because they have good 
advice. Also, don’t let 
your homework build 
up” 
Portia Hawkins is a junior 
that just started attend-
ing Thurston this year. 
Her favorite subject is 

American literature.
And her favorite hobby 
is to style hair. Outside of 
school she likes to hang-
out with friends and 
spend time with family.
Portia says that students 
should, “make friends 
and also focus on their 
studies. And most of all 
have fun!”
Listening to others’ 
advice can be helpful in 
many ways. This advice is 
particularly useful for any 
new students.
Getting involved in the 
school is a great way to 
make friends. And hav-
ing good friends leads to 
a fun school year!

Is Christmas Cancelled?
By Kat Tabor

This year thousands of 
people flock to the stores 
even starting in October 
once they caught wind of 
a terrible Christmas crisis. 

According to multiple 
rel iable news sources 
such as CNBC, CNN & USA 
Today; there have been 
supply chain shortages 
that have significantly af-
fected holiday inventory 
levels.

Places such as Walmart, 
Target and Amazon have 
been promoting early-

-bird deals/shopping at 
“historically early” times 
according to an article 
written by Alicia Doniger 
of CNBC. USA Today re-
ported that the ever po-
pular “Black Friday” will 
NOT be a safe time to start 
your Christmas shopping.

USA Today writer Kelly 
Tyko stated this in her ar-
ticle: “This year, the third 
week of November is too 
late to get started.” How 
will the people prepare 
if it’s already “too late”? 
Shop small and shop se-
cond hand! Small busines-

ses can provide personali-
zed and special gifts that 
will be sure to make their 
holiday season. Second 
hand shopping will be 
another great way to get 
unique gifts that won’t 
break the bank, are eco-
-friendly by giving life to 
an object that would have 
ended up in a landfill AND 
is ALWAYS available. 

Don’t fret, there is al-
ways a solution to every 
problem, Christmas is not 
cancelled, it never can be, 
because it always lives on 
in our hearts.

 Photo credit: Rian Bates/ Ashlee Dana

column
By Katie Moorhead
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Most people are afraid of 
something, ranging from 
common ones like arachno-
phobia; the fear of spiders, 
to rare ones, like genupho-
bia; the fear of knees. As 
odd as it is, it’s a fear people 
have.
A phobia is defined as “an 
irrational fear of something 
that’s likely to cause harm,” 
according to healthline, but 
some of these fears make 
sense, at least to some. For 
example, I think it’s reason-
able to be afraid of spiders, 
at least the poisonous ones. 
I also think it’s reasonable to 
be afraid of heights, be-
cause you could potentially 
die under certain circum-
stances. But, that’s how I 
feel for most phobias, if 
you could possibly die from 
whatever you have a fear of, 
then it’s realistic to be afraid 
of it. And for the most part, 
people who have fears of 
certain things tend to avoid 
doing anything that has 
something to do with that 
fear.
So, do the people with fears 
miss out on much? Yes, they 
tend to. For example, if you 
have hydrophobia; the fear 
of water, and your family 
booked a trip to Hawaii, 
there’s half of your trip 
down the drain, because 
most of the time you’re 
probably going to be anx-
ious about what’s going to 
happen regarding water.
There are so many different 
anxiety disorders, but here 
are the most common ones 
according to BeyondBlue: 
Generalized Anxiety Disor-
der (GAD), Social Anxiety, 
specific Phobias, and Pan-
ic Disorder. Generalized 
Anxiety Disorder is proba-
bly the most common, it’s 
when you feel anxious on a 
regular basis for six months 
or longer. Social Anxiety 
is when a person has an 
immense fear of being 
criticized, embarrassed, or 
humiliated. Specific Phobias 
are all different types of 
phobias, like what I men-
tioned earlier; arachnopho-
bia or genuphobia. Panic 
Disorder is when a person 
has panic attacks often 
caused by an overwhelm-
ing amount of anxiety.
So, now that you know a 
little more about phobias, 
how relevant do you think 
they are in Thurston High?

By Autumn Prieto

Words of Wisdom
Advice From Fellow Students

What Are You 
Afraid of?

Photo Credit: Rian Bates and Kat Tabor

Photo Credit: Sara Wadley
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captain Sierra Martin who has 
been on the varsity team for a 
total of three seasons making her 
essentially the backbone of the 
team, and one of the reasons this 
team has done as well as it has.   
From This season we’ve learned 
that even in hard times we can 
come together and be the very 
best team possible. 

Good morning, Good day and 
Good night whatever time it is 
doesn’t change the fact that our 
2021-2022 High School Varsity 
Volleyball season is finished, and 
that we’ve had an amazing volley-
ball season.  When talking about 
The players this year 
Sierra Martin stated 
“They’re really 
young, but they 
are maturing very 
well” and although 
the team is young 
they had an all 
around good year 
with 13 wins and 7 
loses.  This year has been a long 
one when compared to last year 
but even so the team has come 
together and have become more 
confident in themselves.  With 
Thurston Varsity Volleyball having 

a record like 13 and 4, we can all 
agree that they have come back 
after a year off with a ferocity and 
fire for the game.  

Varsity Volleyball tries to play 
their very best in every situati-

on which can make 
close games quite the 
spectacle. 

 When we’ve played 
against crater we 
have had the closest 
games ever where the 
deciding factor was 
decided in last match, 
which made these 

games by far the most intense 
and interesting to the players and 
the fans.  The team has most re-
cently played against ashland on 
the 23rd of october and this being 
the team’s last game they pushed 

A Great End to 
A Great Season  

themselves making sure to play 
as well as they possibly could 
which resulted in there victory 
with a score of 3-1.  

Our team has triumphed 
through this season almost brea-
king our record of 11 to 5, and all 
this has happened with a team 
that feels fresh out the gates 
having many new players but no 
returning seniors except the team 

Boy’s Soccer Athlete Spotlights

Unscrample Each 
Word! They Are All 
Different Sports :)

LLVLLBEOAY
IISNWMMG

SLKBLAATBE
LSEABALB

HEERC
ABRCETA

OLFG
ICELKLALPB
TBOOLFAL

NLSRWTIEG
OSRCCE
NNEITS

AORELCSS
KTCRA

BFSOTLAL

KEY:

volleyball
swimming
basketball
baseball

cheer
cabaret

golf
pickleball
football

wrestling
soccer
tennis

lacrosse
track

Word 
Scramble!!!

Inspiring Quotes from Famous Athletes 

 By Lanna Johnson

Question asked: What was your favorite part of the season?
• Cole Woodman: “Probably getting into shape. Also getting to know everyone.”

• Kyle Fitzpatrick: “I got to meet a lot of people I didn’t know before. It was a really good learning 
experience playing a sport I don’t usually play, and was even better to have a group of supportive 
people on my team. “

• Carter Brooks: “When we were on the bus, we made a blanket fort.”

• Tyler Raven: “Probably the bus rides,  because we all got to bond and hang out.”

By Josh Friedel

2021 Varsity Volleyball

Never let the fear 
of striking out get 
in your way.
-Babe Ruth

“You dream. You plan. 
You reach. There will be 
obstacles. There will be 
doubters. There will be 
mistakes. But with hard 
work, with belief, with 
confidence and trust in 
yourself and those around 
you, there are no limits.”
-Michael Phelps

“I’ve missed more than 9,000 
shots in my career. I’ve lost 
almost 300 games. Twenty-six 
times I’ve been trusted to take 
the game-winning shot and 
missed. I’ve failed over and 
over and over again in my life. 
And that is why I succeed.”
- Michael Jordan

“Easy is not an option... 
no days off... never quit... 
be fearless... talent you 
have naturally... skill is only 
developed by hours and 
hours of work.”
-Usain Bolt.
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Can’t Touch This: Football’s Undefeated Season
By Rian Bates 
 As the season comes to an end, Thur-

ston’s boys varsity football team begins reflec-
ting on their strengths from the season. With 
this, they start thinking about highlights and 
what they could improve on as a team.

The boys have worked very hard to main-
tain their win streak this year, and to wrap up 
Homecoming week, Thurston poured every 
ounce of spirit into their game against Crater, 
(9-0).  To recap the 2021 Varsity Football sea-
son for Thurston, they dominated the field like 
no other, leading us to our (5-0) 1st in the lea-
gue status. Tune into the last Thurston varsity 

football game on October 29th vs. North Bend, 
where they’ll undoubtedly crush the competi-
tion. The head coach, Justin Starck, would like 
to recognize the whole team’s advantages for 
our 2021 season vs. 2020. This includes, “...ha-
ving the chance to compete in championships, 
not having to wear a mask, and having a longer 
season,” (Coach Starck).  

The boys continue to grow everyday as gre-
at team players, on and off the field. And for 
Walker Bonar (#16), he’s gained the strength of 
“...becoming stronger from being pushed by 
talent and competitive teammates.”

The best part for them has been getting the 

opportunity to come together as a family, 
which they show more and more as the sea-
son closes. One of the strongest role models 
on the team noted by Thurston’s football play-
er, Lombel Doreen (#21), is “Miguel Perez, (for) 
being one of many seniors pushing everybody 
a little bit harder to create a competitive en-
vironment.”

Thurston fans have been thrilled for our team 
to have a football season, but most important-
ly, the team feels honored to have had the op-
portunity to play with their fans hyping them 
up during games.  Without the fans, the Thur-
ston football team wouldn’t feel whole.

 
The Thurston Cheer team 

has been a great contribu-
ting factor to the victory 
streak of Thurston’s football 
games, but with the season 
being over, is it also the end 
for cheer? Can they just  set-
tle down and relax?  No way! 
There’s still more to do.  With 
Championships fast approa-
ching,  the Thurston cheer 
team is working 
hard, and impro-
ving little by little 
every day, despite 
the limitations of 
the pandemic. We 
hope they’ll go far 
in the competiti-
ons, and judging by 
when Head Cheer-
leading coach, Cas-
sie Wendt said “I 
feel like

Thurston is going to go all 
the way to nationals this year,” 
it doesn’t sound like they are 
done. 

Winter is coming, and this 
means they will also be busy 
getting ready to cheer for our 
great basketball team. This 
is an especially difficult sea-
son for cheer, because unlike 
football games, cheering for 
basketball is not as organized. 
“There isn’t really a role. You 

kinda just go where the coach 
tells you to” stated Thurston 
freshman, Adelia Velgado of 
the Varsity cheer team.

Cheerleading isnt all about 
tricks and entertainment. A 
big part of the sport is the 
community it creates. 

In fact when I asked Nata-
lie Garret, a JV Cheer Fresh-
man what her favorite thing 
about cheerleading was, she 

responded with 
“The people. Eve-
ryone’s so kind 
and helpful and 
they’ll even send 
you videos of the 
routine if you’re 
having difficul-
ties”. 

 “The people”-
seems to be a re-
curring reason 
w hy  t h e  te a m 

loves cheer, as coach Wendt 
agreed when I asked her to 
tell me her favorite thing 
about being the Cheer coach. 
“Definitely the team,” she res-
ponded. “It’s a little like the 
feeling of being a parent. 
When they’re happy, I’m hap-
py. When they’re sad, I’m sad.  
When they accomplish some-
thing, I’m proud of them. The 
bonds we create are what

 really matter .”

Photo Credits: Thurston Cheer Facebook Page

 Thurston Cheer is Loud and Proud
Football Season is only the Beginning

By Josh Friedel

Photo Credits: Thurston Volleyball 
Facebook Page

By Theresa Obrien

Photo Credit:  Brandon DeLuna

Photo Credits: Google Images
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Dear Ryder... 
Dear DogLover43978,

I can totally understand where you are 
coming from. It can be frustrating looking 
at this scenario from your perspective, 
how it might seem unfair that your
 parents do not want a dog, and 
therefore decide that there will be no dog, 
even though that decision does not mirror 
your wants or desires.
Although I can see where your 
frustration is coming from, we also have to 
take a look at your parents’ 
predicament. They probably do not feel 
that they have the time, energy, or 
money to properly take care of a dog the 
way it--and any other living,
 breathing being--deserves to be taken 
care of. I would recommend letting them 
know that you plan on taking full 
responsibility for the dog. 
That includes cleaning up after it, 
making sure it is always fed, it always has 
clean drinking water, it gets 
regular exercise--such as daily 
walks--that it will have a nice warm place 
to sleep, and a place where it can get out 
of the rain and cold during the winter 
months. If you really want a dog, you have 
to make sure you are actually ready for the 
responsibility of taking care of another’s 
life, someone who can not take care of 

themselves, and solely depends on you for 
everything and anything they may need.
One way you can help convince your
 parents that you are ready to get a dog is 
to offer to buy it and all of its needs your-
self. Whether that be with 
allowance, money from a job, or even 
stockpiled birthday money, that will show 
maturity and a
 willingness to take responsibility for the 
dog.
You have to prove to yourself and your 
parents that you can handle all of this 
responsibility. 
Some good ways you can work on this is to 
be proactive and successful in school. 
Keep those grades up, show that you can 
be held accountable for your actions and 
that you have time management skills. 
Another way you can do this is by keeping 
up on your household chores, do not wait 
for your parents to 
specifically ask you to do the dishes--or 
whatever else you have to do--just do 
it. I promise that they will notice and be 
impressed.
I wish you the best of luck, and hope you 
can find your little friend.

Sincerely, 
~ Ryder

Photo Credit: Ryder

Riddles Anyone?

Movie Review: The Princess Bride

When the phrase chick flicks 
come to mind a lot of
 people think cheesy, ro-
mance, hallmark, teenage 
girl, etc. But The Princess 
Bride isn’t just a random-
ly written Disney film for 
tween girls. 
It’s an adventure of sword 
fighting, giants, mythical 
creatures, and best of all, 
true love. 
The movie begins in the 
present day (1987) with a 
grandfather visiting his sick 
son.  He brings a story, a 
love story, which the boy 
found repulsive. 
Despite it, out of a mix of 
boredom and trust, he allo-
wed his grandfather to read 
the story. 
Our story begins with a 
maiden, Buttercup (Robin 
Wright) living in a medieval 
town with farm boy Wesley 
(Cary Elwes). 
Wesley had an undying love 
for Buttercup and to her re-
quests, he always responds 
with “as you wish.” 
The audience along with 
Buttercup finds that “as you 
wish” truly means “I love 
you.”
After discovering her love 
for him, Wesley
 inconveniently begins a 
journey across the seas and 
leaves Buttercup. 
Soon she receives news of 
his death and it grieves her 
very deeply. 

From here Buttercup beco-
mes unwillingly engaged 
with the prince and is
 kidnapped quickly after.
Now I don’t want to spoil it 
all but after her kidnapping 
we follow a masked man’s 
attempt to defeat the men 
who kidnapped her. 
After his success in doing 
so, it’s discovered that the 
masked man is Wesley.
Well united at last, right? 
Wrong.  Wesley is taken to 
be tortured and Buttercup 
forced into marriage. 
Wesley manages to escape 
his torture but Buttercup 
has been married. 
Or has she?
Buttercup never said “I do” 
and those two words deter-
mine a lot. 
And of course this is a love 
story so we all know she 
couldn’t have actually mar-
ried a royal jerk. 
If any or all of this sounded 
appealing and you have an 
opportunity to choose a mo-
vie, give The Princess Bride a 
chance!
You can watch it on Disney+ 
or Amazon Prime Video with 
a subscription, or buy on 
YouTube, Vudu, or Apple TV 
for $14.99.
And if you decide to watch 
this classic be sure to count 
how many times
 “inconceivable” is said.

By Ryder

I’m tall when I’m young, 
and I’m short when I’m 

old. What am I?

Answer: A Candle

 

What month of the 
year has 28 days?

Answer: All of them

There’s a one-story house 
in which everything is yel-

low. Yellow walls, yellow 
doors, yellow furniture. 

What color are the stairs?

Answer: There aren’t any—it’s a one-story 

By Alexis DeLuna
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There have been a lot of changes 
happening at Thurston high school 
but the biggest one at the moment 
is that on October 18th we lost 7 of 
our staff members. 

This is a huge change for students 
not only educationally but perso-
nally as well. Tons of students were 
very close with these teachers and 
staff. 

These individuals were a safe place 
for multiple students and with that 
suddenly being taken away it’s gon-
na be hard on a lot of kids. When 
students found out this was hap-
pening it initiated students to fight 
back. Senior, Joey Strand, created a 
petition fighting against this deci-
sion and he ended up getting 1,254 
signatures from students, teachers, 
and adults in the Springfield dis-
trict.  

There were several 
protests held where 
people in the Spring-
field district made 
signs and all stood 
out on the sidewalks 
along the road and 
fought against our 
teachers being put 
on leave. But the 
most important day 

was the school board meeting. 
3 students from our school 
spoke including myself, Anjulina 

St. Clair, and Joey Strand. We also 
had one of the faculty who was put 
on 11 month leave, Joseph Rober-
son speak. Sadly the meeting didn’t 
have an effect. 

Over the next few months students 
hope to change their minds but the 
odds of that happening are seeming 
rare at the moment. 

To those of you who are fighting 
against this, don’t lose hope. Things 
may look helpless at the moment 
but please don’t give up.

 The longer we fight the more 
impact it will have on the school 
board, if they see we aren’t backing 
down it will send a powerful

 message. Much love to everyone, 
stay strong, and as Robes and Card-
well would say, God bless.  
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Do Not Give Up Hope 

 

When it comes to movie production, 
the 80s hit the ball out of the park. 
Though some would argue differently, 
only these very best qualify for the top 
three 80s movies ever made.
Starting off, The Burbs takes the third 
place slot. This movie is an awesome 
mix of comedy and mystery. Ray Peter-
son and his close-knit neighbors are 
confused when a strange new family 
moves in. 
Ray and his friends notice weird 
sounds coming from their house. 
When they investigate further, they 
are shocked at what they find. This 

movie brings the perfect balance bet-
ween suspense and comedy. 
To continue, The Goonies claims se-
cond place spot. This fantastic movie 
takes place in Astoria Oregon. 
A group of teens have to find their way 
through obstacles when looking for 
the pirate One-Eyed Willy’s treasure. 
This is a great movie because of how 
funny the characters are. It’s an ama-
zing combination of comedy, mystery 
and adventure. 
Finally, coming in first place for the 
number one greatest 80s movie of all 
time is Back to the Future. This is an 
awesome movie centered around time 
travel. Marty Mcfly time travels back to 

1955 when testing out Doc’s new time 
machine. 
He interrupts the timeline where his 
parents meet and has to try and get 
them back together before he disap-
pears from existence. This movie is a 
classic with a good soundtrack and a 
solid 80s feel to it that is super cool.
Even with these movies, there are 
many more great ones. Ferris Bueler’s 
Day Off, Billand Ted’s Excellent Adven-
ture, Top Gun, Better off Dead, Foot-
loose, and National Lampoon’s Vacati-
on deserve honorable mentions. 
Overall though, The Burbs, Back to the 
Future and The Goonies are the top 
three.

The Absolute Best 80s Movies of all Time
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The most wonder-
ful time of the year 
is just around the 
corner, and Thanks-
giving is under way. 
Every year millions 
of people gather 
around the dinner 
table to give thanks 
to the year we have 
had. A Thanksgi-

ving tradition of many is to first gather 
up around the TV for the annual “Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade”. Many people 
including staff and students at Thurston 
High School choose every year to take 
part in this family tradition. Senior Kacen 

Dycen said this about the parade: “I just 
find it nice! It reminds me of being a kid 
(: .” Others at Thurston watch it because 
they are just along for the ride, such as 
Junior Anna Fine, “I watch it because my 
grandma always puts it on at her house,” 
she said. The parade will air Thursday, 
November 25th from 9am to noon on 
NBC. This parade is a great way to intro-
duce the Christmas season in a big way! 
Many people agree that Thanksgiving 
is just the grand entrance to Christmas! 
Thurston Parent Kathy Tabor states: “In 
these uncertain times, many are in need, 
Thanksgiving is the time to share the 
bounty with others less fortunate. The 
church we are affiliated with makes food 

baskets to make sure everyone is fed for 
Thanksgiving. $30 is all it takes to provi-
de a meal for an entire family. This meal 
includes a turkey with all the trimmings.” 
Churches across Lane County including 
Kathy’s church, Springfield Faith Center, 
are providing these meal baskets for all 
those in these desperate times. SFC is 
specifically giving back to the Springfield 
School District for families from Hamlin 
Middle School. This kind act of giving re-
ally shows the spirit of Christmas peeking 
through the holiday of Thanksgiving.

  By Lanna Johnson

Thoughts from a Student About What Happened to the Unvaccinated Teachers

The Ultimate Guide 
to Your 80s Movie Night 
By Sara Wadley

Thanksgiving: The Introduction Holiday for Christmas Spirit

By Kat Tabor
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Best Holidays 
By Julianna Smith

The best holiday in my 
opinion is Christmas. I 
love how everyone gets 
together with their family 
and enjoys time together. 
I love to open gifts and 
give gifts, I love helping 
make all of the food and 
help decorate. Another 
holiday i love is hallow-
een, I like to hang out 
with my friends and do 
fun stuff and watch scary 
movies and eat candy 
and popcorn. I also like to 
see what people dress up 
as. New years is a holiday 
I like also because it is so 
fun on new year’s eve to 
decorate a little bit, go to 
the store and buy some 
poppers, hat type things, 
and confetti. Staying up 
all night long waiting for 
midnight is so fun but 
feels like it takes forever. 
On the day of new years 
i’m usually always tired 
from being up so late 
waiting for midnight to 
hit and celebrating with 
my friends. Another fa-
vorite holiday of mine 
is thanksgiving. I love to 
help my grandma make 
all of the food and all of 
my family comes togeth-
er to either my house 
or my grandma’s house 
and we all spend the day 
together. I love to help 
make food, desserts and 
I love spending time with 
all of the friends and fam-
ily that are there with us. 
I interviewed someone 
and she said, “my favor-
ite holiday is christmas 
because I like to get new 
clothes and newer things. 
I also like Christmas be-
cause I get to spend 
time with my family and 
see what they all got for 
christmas. Waking up ear-
ly is my favorite only on 
Christmas”. - anonymous. 
I loved these reasons and 
Christmas is my favorite 
holiday as well. Another 
person I interviewed said 
“ My favorite holiday is 
thanksgiving because of 
all of the good food and 
making the food is the 
best part of thanksgiving 
because you can spend 
time with your family that 
way as well as you can 
the whole thanksgiving 
day. My family all comes 
together and eats dinner 
together”- anonymous. 
I agree with everything 
that was said because I 
love Thanksgiving. 

By The Numbers

Thanksgiving can go 
down as one of the best 
holidays or one of the 
worst because of multiple 
reasons. 
Thanksgiving is probably 
the least chaotic holiday 
of the year and somehow, 
people dislike it. One 
reason they might dislike 
it is because of family, 
because the only reason 
thanksgiving is good is 
because of family, and 
sadly, some people don’t 
have people to celebrate 
with so they probably 
don’t really celebrate it 
as much as others do. 
Another up and down of 
the holiday is the food. 
Food is a big factor of 
Thanksgiving, you can’t 
have a good Thanksgiv-
ing without food. Some 
person that does not want 
to be named says “you 

can’t have thanksgiving 
without food, food is the 
best part and the worst 
part,” I agree with that 
statement, it’s good and 
bad.
 If one of your family 
members that can’t cook 
made the food, you are 
not gonna have a good 
time but if it’s good 
food, you’re gonna have 
a great time.
 One thing not to look 
forward to is getting 
from point A to point 
B, travel on Thanksgiving 
and Christmas is chaotic 
in general and fun at the 
same time, it gets really 
irritating when your plane 
gets delayed but hey, that 
is just the way it is.
 An up on this holiday is 
what happens on the TV, 
the Thanksgiving Day Pa-
rade makes a lot of people 

happy even if they have a 
terrible day, you just look 
at the TV and see a hu-
mongous balloon snoopy 
just staring at your soul, 
bro it is awesome. 
Hey, some people actually 
move past Thanksgiving 
and just worry about 
Christmas, I mean I get 
them, Thanksgiving is 

one of the most forgot-
ten main holidays even 
though it’s really memora-
ble so I hope you remem-
ber it, and have a good 
Thanksgiving this year.

By Henry Jagger

Ups & Downs of 
Thanksgiving

Photo Credit: Google Images

Photo Credit: Google Images

Polls By Selene Laskey

Photo Credit: Google Images


