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It’s no secret that covid 
has impacted everyone of 
us in different ways, but 
what could this mean to our 
teachers? Some teachers 
who had medical or religious 
exemption from getting the 
vaccine are now required by 
the Springfield school district 
to get the vaccine or be put 
on unpaid leave until further 
notice. Around 7 teachers 
and staff at Thurston fall un-
der this category of people 
being put on unpaid leave, 
and the student body is not 
happy about it. On October 
5th around 5:15pm hundreds 
of individuals came together 
at the intersection of 58th 
and main to protest these 
actions from the district. Be-
tween 100 and 200 students 
from Thurston got together 
to organize this peaceful 
protest to show support for 
their teachers. Multiple of 
these constructed protests 
have been popping up in our 
community. Thurston sop-
homore Colleen Lovdokken 
states that these protests are 
“in support of finding a com-
promise for unvaccinated te-

achers¨ Thurston Senior Joey 
Strand stated ̈ we have been 
through enough already this 
past year and we don’t de-
serve to lose our teachers on 
top of it all¨.  On top of this an 
anonymous Thurston teacher 
stated ̈ the mandate stated 

that we were to get vaccina-
ted or get tested weekly for 
covid.  Our school decided 
that it was vaccines or the 
highway leaving no place for 
people who are unable to get 
vaccinated¨. The school dis-
trict has set that october 18th 

will be the day when a mass 
number of staff and teachers 
will be put on this ̈ unpaid le-
ave¨. Is this truly fair to these 
people? .These past couple 
of  years have been crazy. 
What does the future have in 
store for us next? 

By: Kat Tabor
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Upcoming Events:
-October 22nd:
Early Release

-November 4th/5th:
No School!

-October 28th:
Fall Choral  concert

-October 30th:
Robotics  Competition

-November 11th-13th, 
18th-20th: Fall Play

-November 25th/26th:
No School

What do the Vaccine Mandates Mean for Our Teachers?

Lunch Time: The Parking Lot of Doom

 Community Rallies to Save the Teachers

By Larissa Rivera

The school roads are 
always very crow-
ded at lunch  and 
teenagers aren’t the 
most experienced 
drivers. There are 
also the students 
who cross the street 
without looking just 
hoping they don’t 
get hit. This habit 
is very dangerous 
because you never 
know what could 
happen. No kid 

wants to be driving 
to go get lunch, 
and accidentally 
hit another kid not 
looking where they 
were going. Some of 
the underclassmen 
also tend to cross 
the road without 
using a crosswalk, 
which is scary not 
knowing if a car 
could be right be-
hind them without 
paying attention. It 
would be awful if a 
student got hurt at 
school from reck-
lessness or from lack 

of common sense. 
There would be so 
many upset parents 
wondering how this 
happened. There 
has to be a safer way 
to drive at school, or 
for the underclass-
men to be more 
careful of the cars 
coming. We asked 
some students, one 
an upperclassman 
and one an under-
classman about how 
we can make lunch-
time at school safer 
for the students that 
are driving and the 

students walking 
off campus. I asked 
Payton Wheatly and 
Lauren Hass what 
they think. Payton 
stated “we should 
drive the speed 
limit and check 
our surroundings.” 
Lauren Hass says, 
“The underclassman 
should watch where 
they are going in-
stead of walking out 
in front of traffic and 
risk getting hurt.” So 
being more aware 
of our surroundings 
and going the speed 

limit are just some 
of the ways that us 
as a school can figu-
re out how to make 
lunchtime safer for 
students. Maybe 
the underclassman 
can work on letting 
some cars go by 
then crossing the 
road, being more 
considerate, or the 
upperclassmen can 
go the speed limit/
watch where they 
are going.
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The Devious Licks trend has 
taken TikTok by storm as stu-
dents return to school. When 
students across the country 
returned to in-person school, a 
new trend formed called, “De-
vious Licks.” 

Students vandalize, steal, and 
damage their school’s property. 

Some students even brought 
tools to unbolt items. Some of 

the items stolen have been 
hand soap, toilet paper, and 
even a full toilet.

This became popular with 
middle-schoolers and high-
-schoolers, and even some col-
lege students. This trend all star-
ted with a TikToker who posted 
a video of themself showing a 
box of masks in their backpack 
with the caption, “month into 
school absolutely devious lick. 

Should’ve brought a mask from 
home.” 

Others followed and posted 
videos of themselves doing si-
milar things. These videos star-
ted getting millions of views, 
making it a trend. 

Some students did not follow 
through with the trend, but in-
stead did it for the hype. They 
would make a video of themself 
putting an item in their back-
pack and after the video put it 
back. Senior Kaitlyn Moorhead 
said, “I think it’s really bad be-
cause students think it’s so cool 
to steal from the school, but 
in all reality it’s horrible for the 
school; it’s ending up in a total 
loss of money for them” 

On the other hand, the Angelic 

Yield trend has been opposing 
the Devious Lick trend. Instead 
of stealing, this trend is repla-
cing stolen items. It turned the 
tides of this school year.

One TikToker saw the Devious 
Lick trend and sought change. 

They posted a tik tok of 
them restocking their school 
bathroom with soap and toilet 
paper. 

This inspired people to do 
better. Junior Kirsten Scott 
said, “I heard people are put-
ting things in the bathrooms.” 
Students here at thurston have 
been inspired to give back.

Social media is powerful and 
can make an impact on our so-
ciety. 

How we choose to use it can 
change our world.

What is the difference bet-
ween the trends?

By: Autumn Prieto

Devious Lick vs Angelic Yield 

Covid Isn’t the First Disease to Take Over
By: Jacob Rutherford 

 Mumps were an extremely 
common ailment in the United 
States until mump vaccinations 
became routine in the 1970’s. 
Noted by swollen salivary 
glands that can cause pain, the 
cheeks to puff out, a fever and 
headaches. The mumps vacci-
ne which is recommended by 
the (WHO) World Health Orga-
nization can be given separate-
ly or as part of the MMR vaccine 
or the MMRV vaccine and note 
that the “MMR vaccine is much 
safer than getting mumps.” 
Although uncommon now this 
once rampant illness had over 

150,000 reported cases each 
year and even more went unre-
ported before the U.S Mumps 
Vaccination Program com-
menced in early 1967; since 
the MMR vaccine has become 
commonplace the amount of 
reported cases of mumps has 
decreased over 99%. 
Late in 2019 Maricopa County 
Health Officials announced that 
there was an outbreak of mum-
ps in the Phoenix and Mesa are-
as of the county; they went on 
to say this outbreak was due to 
poor vaccination rates among 
community members and pu-
blic misinformation, some even 
thinking they just had the flu 

as its early symptoms of a fever, 
body aches and headaches are 
very similar. 
Maricopa County announced 
that during this time had five 
times the amount of cases 
involving mumps, also noting 
that most cases didn’t involve 
international travel pointing to 
a local issue. 
This recent outbreak of mumps 
is not an isolated incident and 
most cases can be attributed 
to low rates of vaccination and 
an overall lack of worry from 
those who get it due to the fact 
that it’s preventable; it is good 
to note that while it it 
preventable, mumps 

are extremely invasive and 
hard to treat as there is no 
one medication to cure it 
and most treatments are 
limited to Ibuprofen and bed 
rest. 
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Advice 
From a 
Senior

T h e  m a i n  a d v i c e  I 
would give to a freshman 
or just any highschooler 
in general would be to 
not be too hard on your-
self. 

There are going to be 
tests you don’t do the 
best on and there are 
going to be days that feel 
really overwhelming but 
you have to look at the 
positive side of things. 

The hard day you are 
having is just one day out 
of your whole life ahead 
of you. 

S o m e  t h i n g s  t h a t 
help me when I am fee-
ling overwhelmed are 
to think about the fun 
things I have coming up 
or to come up with spe-
cific things I am grateful 
for that day. 

I know sometimes it 
can feel like the weight 
of the world is on your 
shoulders and that you 
have so much to do but 
it’s important to take life 
one day at a time.

Everything will work 
out in time and until then 
just keep pushing for-
ward and get done what 
you need to get done. 

Just make sure you are 
always doing your very 
best and that is enough.

Finally, a last piece of  
advice I would give is to 
be where your feet are. 
It is easy to think ahead 
all the time about every-
thing you need to do but 
make sure to stop and be 
present.

Instead of stressing so 
much, take a minute to 
just enjoy or put all of 
your attention on what 
you are doing in the mo-
ment.

Make a point to re-
ally spend good time 
with the people around 
you and make sure they 
know how much you ap-
priciate them.

Showing kindness to 
others not only makes 
them feel good but it 
also fills you with joy as 
well.

Life is so much more 
enjoyable  when you 
realize that everything 
works out in time.

column
By Sara Wadley
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Depression and Sadness... There’s a Difference
By: Julius Gillingham 

We’ve all felt sad before. 
A friend moves away, a 
pet dies, or you lose your 
favorite piece of clothing. 
But some people feel 
sad all of the time, which 
means they could have 
depression. 
Some signs  of someone 
having depression are 
isolating themselves from 

their friends and family, 
insomnia, losing interest 
in previously enjoyed 
activities and many other 
things. 
Many people, though, 
don’t actually know the 
difference between being 
sad and having depressi-
on. So, what is it?
Being sad is a normal 
human emotion. You feel 
tired, you start crying, etc. 

But that can easily be fixed 
by ranting to a friend or 
blowing off some steam 
at the gym. But being sad 
for more than a week isn’t 
exactly normal. 
If you start to feel tired all 
the time despite sleeping 
for eight or more hours, 
you don’t find enjoyment 
in once loved activities, or 
the thought of living is too 
unbearable, you or so-

meone you know may be 
depressed. According to 
the Mayo Clinic, “depressi-
on can be caused by biolo-
gical, psychological, and 
social sources of distress.” 
Research also suggests 
that these factors may 
cause “changes in brain 
function, including altered 
activity of certain neural 
circuits in the brain.” 
Despite it all, there are 

ways to see the good in 
life again. 
Seeing a therapist, school 
counselor, taking medica-
tion if and when needed, 
or simply reaching out to 
friends can help you feel 
even a little better.
For those suffering in 
silence, please seek help.
 I know it seems like there 
isn’t a light at the end of 
the tunnel, but there is.

Last year, we had the 
pleasure of being led 
through the infamous ad-
visory videos, also known 
as THS Real News, by Ja-
red Taylor and Justin Stark. 
They brought entertain-
ment and information to 
our dull quarantined lives. 
Now, some new faces have 
risen to the scene and ta-
ken over, those being Isa 
Willis (a Senior) and Allison 
Westover (also a Senior). 
They bring fresh perspec-
tives, fresh comedy, and 
fresh news.
 It’s also interesting to note 
that they’re both students 
here at Thurston, in fact the 
whole new advisory team 
is almost entirely student 
led, with a bit of supervisi-
on and assistance from the 
leadership teachers. 
Taylor and Stark said that 
they were looking for a 
group of kids who were 
dedicated, willing to work 
hard, and would give their 
all to this project. 
“Me and my friends fit the 
bill, I talked to them and 
they were thrilled about it,” 
said Willis.
With a new team taking 
over this project, while 
some things may remain 
the same, it’ll definitely 
be looking a bit different. 
More specifically, they’re 
trying to tailor the videos 
to suit the liking of their 
peers. 
“We’ve been trying to in-
corporate some of the 
things that kids want insi-
de of the advisory videos,” 
said Westover. “So if you 
want anything to be in 

the advisory videos, go to 
the email!” (THSAdvisory@
gmail.com). Not only will 
the THS Real News suit the 
“REAL” acronym now, but 
it’ll also be more real than 
ever since the students are 
participating and creating. 
Whatever arises from this, 
it’ll be a worthwhile expe-
rience for not only those 
involved in it but the peo-
ple who get to watch the 
production unfold.
 “It’s been a really good way 
to get ourselves out there 
as well as get the informa-
tion out there,” said Willis.

Photo credit: Allison Westover

 A New Generation 
of Advisory Videos This year has been hectic for a lot 

of people and now coming back, 
has it maybe been more stres-
sful?  When online school had 
been most often used around 
the world in 2020, students had 
to adapt and change to the new 
conditions. 
Including sleep schedules, how 
we dressed for class, and how 
much work did we even do? On-
line was very stressful to both 
teachers and students alike, and 
some found it easier. But did we 
get more used to this way? 
 Or perhaps other conditions are 
making the new school environ-
ment more difficult?
When school started back up 
again, conversation started and 
most were positive both from 
students and teachers. 
It’s now much easier to pay at-
tention and to ask questions 
without having to talk overdogs 
barking in the background. It 
also gives the opportunity to just 
have extra time to complete it in 
class, almost forcing you to do 
the assignment there and then 
rather than wait till your show is 
over. There are also some negati-
ves that we are too familiar with 
now coming back.
 Now that you have to actually 
go to class around other people, 
some students and teachers have 
to get up way earlier.  Whether 
that’s getting fully dressed for 
the day, or driving a long way to 
school from home, leaving less 
time like making lunch or eating 
breakfast. People are also more 
likely to get sick due to being 
around more people , you would 
need to quarantine either way.
Overall, students and teachers 
are more directed towards the 
standard school option. 
Students talking to all their 
friends again, teachers being 
able to hear students live and 
answer questions. 
Being stuck online has taught 
people to cherish these moments 
we have now, even though it 
may seem simple and boring. We 
have definitely learned, it could 

be so much worse.

No More No More 
Online School!Online School!

Photo Credit: Starecat.com

Thurston Seniors Allison Westover and Isa-
bella Willis Now in the Spotlight

By: Griffin Stehr

By: Natalia Brunton
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As the much-needed 
rain arrived, the race 
was on….the fires star-
ted to die down on hig-
hway 58, allowing the 
Oakridge Triple Sum-
mit Challenge to occur 
as planned.  Thurston 
High cross country 
coach Devin VansCoy, 
had been excited to 
share this opportunity 
with his team and their 
parents by assisting in 
the event.

  It was not about 
school, and students 
were not required to 
participate; but a few 
took Fridays and/or 
their weekends to be a 
part of this extra-curri-
cular activity.

The race took place 
from September 24-
26th, starting early 
morning near Dexter 
there were three races, 
each in its own locati-
on; all with a ten mile 
course through the 
woods.

 The first race took 
place at Hardesty 
Trailhead. Racers were 
to run five miles up 
a mountain trail and 
down another five 
miles to the finish line. 

Of course with the 
planned trail being so 

long, Mr. VansCoy set 
up eight aid stations 
(where volunteers 
provided water, snacks, 
and short rest to the 
runners).The finishers 
of the race had times 
ranging from two-
-hours, forty-seven 
minutes, to approxima-
tely five hours.

 By the end of the 
day everyone inclu-
ding the volunteers 
went home stiff, sore, 
and satisfied. 

The second race took 
place at a different trail 
going all the way to 
Moon Point, located 
in the hiking trails 
about two miles east of 
Oakridge.

 To put it simply, the 
trail was a gruelling 
ten-miles up and down 
the mountain but the 
view was breathtaking. 

Last but not least the 
race at Green Waters 
Park in Oakridge.  One 
part of the trail became 
very scrambled where 
runners had to step 
onto some rocks to 
the summit at the top 
of Larison Rock, but 
the rest was clear of 
obstacles.  

The three day race 
was a great success 

and a lot of fun for run-
ners, volunteers, and 
even spectators.  

Afterwards, people 
stayed and chatted. 
Not to mention the 
new friendships were 
made.

 “Everyone loved the 
course and enthusiasm 
of everybody else,” 
VansCoy stated.

 “I was very proud of 
the work I put in, and it 
showed, because it was 
a very meaningful and 
successful weekend.”

`Hannah Crompton, 
a fellow teammate, 
said it was a “great 
opportunity and a fun 
time.” 

 Another teammate, 
Stephanie White stated 
“it was painful, but I 
enjoyed being with my 
friends.” 

Having been a part 
of the event for two 
of the three days, my 
experience was that 
there was a lot of hard 
work involved. 

We had to hike up 

steep hills and in some 
cases, mile walks to aid 
stations with supplies 
for the runners. 

 But the people there 
made it all worth  itand 
it was pretty fun.

 I can’t wait to do it 
again next year with 
coach VansCoy and my 
team.

By: Theresa Obrien 

Coach Hosts 
Amazing 
Experience 
for Runners

Cross Country 10-mile Woodland 

By Lanna Johnson

As 2021 comes to an end, a 
new football season begins to 
start. Which means that a new 
set of freshmen comes in. 

We thought that we should 
introduce the JV2 team 
through the newspaper, 
seeing as these will be the kids 
that will play for us throug-
hout the next 4 years. You will 
hear their names a lot more in 
the future. 

They have won their past two 
games 18-14 and 8-6 !! The 
first game of the season they 
made a great comeback and 
I dont think I’m speaking for 
myself when I say it was pretty 
impressive, and had the crowd 
on the edge of their seats. 

JV2 is off to a strong start 
and everyone is excited to 
see where these players go 
over the next few years, but 
with everything that’s going 
on with covid we were cu-

rious how they work around 
it when teammates are expo-
sed, so I asked what they do 
when people are out due to 
exposure. David Macdonald 
said, “Pull people down, and 
practice other positions, it 
helps us learn others techni-
ques so it’s really not that bad.” 

I feel like especially during 
this pandemic it’s important 
to have role models or inspi-
rations to keep you going, so I 
wanted to know what inspired 

them to start playing football. 
Kyle said, “My older brother 
played football when I was 
younger so watching him was 
always inspiring and made me 
want to get into football.” 

Following getting to know 
the team, we wanted to 
know what brings the team 
together. Kyle Miller said, 
“Hanging out with each other 
everyday. It helps to have bon-
ding time with the team.” 

Some ofSome of
Thurston’s Thurston’s 
Upcoming Upcoming 
Sports Sports 
EventsEvents
October 23rd: 
Girls Varsity 
Volleyball; Away 
at Ashland

October 28th: 
Boys Varsity 
Soccer; Away 
against Eagle 
Point 

October 28th:
Girls Varsity 
Soccer; Away 
against Eagle 
Point

October 29th:
Varsity Football 
Game; Away 
against North 
Bend

November 4th:
Cheer 
Showcase

November 6th:
Cabaret 
Competition

JV Football Kicks into High Gear

Photo credit: Google Images
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Despite players c ycl ing 

through quarantine, Thurston’s 
Varsity Football team works to-
gether to achieve two domina-
ting wins against both Spring-
field, (58-0), and Willamette, 
(46-0). This season, Thurston is 
coming at the competition with 
a high level of confidence, after 
having an abbreviated season 
last year.

With every win they’ve gain-
ed so far, the team keeps their 
motivation by “Competing at 
a high level of 
training,” (Jacob 
Newell, 88), Du-
ring long prac-
tices.   Going 
through several 
restrictions and 
missing players, 
the team makes 
the best of it by 
“Listening to good hype music 
with the bois.” (Darien Witham, 
5).

By playing each other’s positi-
ons, the team takes a huge step 
of leadership to compensate for 
those unable to play. 

Even short of players, they’re 
still able to keep an undefea-
ted season by collaborating 

together.
 Thurston has the ability to 

put in the hard work while still 
being able to have fun together 
during   rough practices.

With a work ethic like Thur-
ston’s Varsity, they deserve a 
huge shoutout for being the 
face of our athletics. 

Here, our players hold high 
respect for each other and their 
coaches. 

While being one of the most 
popular sports to watch, Thur-
ston’s football holds the repu-

tation of having a 
positive environ-
m e n t  to  co m -
pete in for other 
schools.

From tackle to 
tackle, the foot-
ball team makes 
sure that they 
maintain acts of 

good sportsmanship to repre-
sent Thurston High School. 
With sweeping the other teams 
so well, “Supporting each other 
like a family, is no struggle for 
us” (Luke Newell, 9).

What makes our team so 
strong isn’t just their physical 
game, but also their mental 
game. 

By  Rian Bates

Photo Credit: Rian Bates

One Team, One Mission: Football Tackles Covid Head On

Tackling Their Way in: 
One Play at a Time

By Henry Jagger

Last  year  was an up 
and down season for the 
Oregon Ducks, probably 
because there was a wor-
ldwide virus going around 
and stadiums were empty, 
so the Ducks only played 
7 games, only half of the 
games they are supposed 
to play and somehow they 
did okay. 

Ending the season 5-2 
without a good quarter-

back is pretty good, but 
the fans were angry that 
they are doing bad be-
cause the following year 
they went 11-2 with a 
godly Justin Herbert on 
our side.  After Oregon’s 
former quarterback Tyler 
Shough went to another 
job, it’s time for the back-
up Anthony Brown Jr. to 
step up to the plate for the 
2021 season. 

The 2021 season just 
started, the ducks started 

off the 2021 season ran-
ked the twelfth best team 
in the country. 

The first opponent is 
against an unranked Fre-
sno state, Oregon is a 14 
point favorite.

 At the end of the game, 
Oregon barely pulled it 
off, which makes fans ner-
vous about next week. 
Next week on Oregon’s 
schedule is one of the best 
teams ever, that team is 
Ohio State.

 Ohio State is favored by 
14 points at their home-
town in Ohio. This is the 
biggest challenge the 
ducks had in years, also 
one of the biggest games 
overall in the season. 

In the end, the Ducks 
without their star players 
beat Ohio State at their 
home by 7 points.

That victory over Ohio st 
launches Oregon up the 
ranks and is now a playoff 
contender.

 The playoff is big becau-
se the playoffs are the top 
4 teams in the country 
facing off to become the 
national champion. 

Oregon has never won 
the nat ional  champi-
onship, so this is probably 
their best chance to get 
it but for that to happen, 
they still have to be fla-
wless for the rest of the 
season.                          

Can The Ducks Pull it Off  This Year? 

Photo credit: Rian Bates
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Halloween is the one night a year 
you pretend to be somebody else 
and be rewarded with a sweet su-
gary treat for it. This special spooky 
season only comes once a year and 
many people hope for the perfect 
night. How do you prepare for a 
special season of frights and fun? 
Here’s your number one guide to 
everything Halloween 21’. 

Parties and events of the spooky 
season

The community is putting their 
all into making  lots of fun and safe 
events around the Springfield/Eu-
gene area! Willamalane’s Special 
Events/Operations Programer Tracy 
Kribs said this about all the events 
Willamalane has to offer this year “ 
We’re really excited to give Spring-
field a great , spooky season and 
opportunities for fun, safe ways to 
celebrate this year!”

Here is a list of events for Hallo-
ween in the area: 

-Drive-thru Haunted hayride at 
Dorris Ranch Oct 14th-16th starting 
at 6:30pm

-Ghostly Golf at Camp Putt Oct 
21st-24th and 28th-31st from 7pm-
-10pm

-Halloween CAR-nival at the Bob 
Kieffer Center Oct 31st at 2pm

-Haunted Lagoon at Splash Oct 
29th 4pm-7:30pm

-Haunted Hike Oct 23 6:30pm-

-10pm at Alton Baker park
-TRUNK-or-Treating: Oct 29th 

Springfield Faith Center 4:30-6:30 
TRUNK-or-Treating is one of the sa-

fest ways to trick or treat this year. 
Springfield Faith Center will be 
putting on their second TRUNK-or-
-Treating. The way they do it is get 
volunteers to wear gloves and slide 
candy down a tube into the trick 
or treaters bag. This allows a safe 
distance for both the volunteers 
and trick or treaters alike. Not only 
does this make it safer but more fun 
than ever before. This whole event is 
completely made up of volunteers 
that are giving up their time to make 
sure the kids have a lot of fun. Staff 
member/volunteer  Jerry Tabor said 
“we just wanted the kids to be able 
to get lots of candy and have lots of 
fun. The only way we can do this is 
by donationations ,we are asking 
anyone who can, to help by dona-
ting candy for this special event”. 
Jerry participates every year and 
volunteers his time to make sure the 
community is thriving and having a 
fun, spooktacular time. Jerry plans 
to bring his black 72’ Chevy C-10 
short wide truck again this year all 
decked out with halloween decor.

What’s The Pumpkin Patch Like 
This Year?

When reaching out to a few farms I 
got the inside scoop on what to ex-

pect from the pumpkin patch this 
year.  Hentze Family Farm, located 
at 30045 Hentze Ln, Junction City, 
OR 97448. Farm hand Patrick Fay 
was spoken with and stated that 
this year “there is a whole slew of 
events on the way”. 

These events include live music, 
food, hay rides,  pumpkin patch 
and much more! Patrick said “Last 
year we were affected by Covid for 
sure but we figured out by the time 
of harvest that we are blessed with 
tons of space for social distancing’’ 
.All though they were able to open 
last year it was no easy feat figuring 
out what works and what doesn’t. 
This year they plan to go all out 
with their new knowledge of how 
to keep people safe. 

The second place to give a try this 
year is Northern Lights Christmas 
tree farm! This farm is located at 
36777 Wheeler Rd, Pleasant Hill, OR 
97455. Farm Director Lynn Schutte 
gave an inside look on what will 
happen this year with her farm. With 
Covid, Lynn said “we h

ave it set up to be a pretty darn 
safe experience for everyone” with 
room for social distancing in the 
corn maze and limits on how many 
people are allowed in it. Unlike 
other years Lynn stated, “we finally 
took the plunge to do a scary corn 
maze at night on the weekends”. 

Lynn shared that it will be a story-
book themed scary corn maze on 
the weekend nights (7-10 Fridays 
and Saturdays) with a more family 
friendly corn maze in the daytime 
and during the week. This farm will 
start their activities October first 
through its last day on halloween 
making it the place to be all month 
long. 

Costumes Flying off the shelves 
this year. 

According to assistant mana-
gers Cheyenne and Spencer of the 
Springfield location of Spirit hallo-
ween the most popular costumes 
this year are:

Sam from trick or treat
Ghost Face
Any classic horror films 
Disney’s Haunted Mansion
Harley Quinn
An Anonymous Thurston student 

stated this in reaction to the costu-
mes:

“I believe all the classic horror mo-
vie costumes are going fast because 
people had time to watch them all 
again over the quarantine this past 
year”. 

By Kat Tabor

Your Guide to Halloween 2021

Spooky Season is Upon Us

By: Moss Gallagaher

Attention all fall lovers! What are the most 
popular fall scents for soaps and candles, one 
might ask...? Let’s start out with pumpkin spice 
which is always a great hit, as well as snickerdoo-
dle. They smell delicious and remind us of great 
memories with grandma and grandpa. Leaves 
are another new scent at Bath And Body Works. 
Another example of a new fall scent available on 
the shelves this year is Sweet kettle corn! Junior 
Taylor adores Bath And Body Works. One of her  
favorite scents is  vanilla.“I like vanilla because it 
smells really good and it smells like fresh baked 

cookies.” Altho these large companies bring us a 
mass amount of products, are they the best choi-
ce? There are so many different small businesses 
to shop at. Most people who are working in small 
Businesses are very sweet and nice, not to menti-
on they need the money more. There is a shop in 
Springfield that is a small Business and it’s called 
Broken Spur Candle Company.

They are Located in Springfield Oregon their ad-
dress is 2915 Yolanda Ave. The owner of  Broken 
Spur Candle Company is super sweet. Her name 
is Evea Promen. Evea and her daughter run  this 
small company together. What scents do they sell 
well? Luckily Broken Spur Candle Company has so 

many different scents for the fall to choose from. 
Surprisingly the most popular scent for the fall is 
a chocolate-themed candle.

  “Fabulous fudge is always a good choice,” Evea 
Promen said. 

Other fall scents they have are English Pear, 
Dragons blood plus so much more. New scents 
this year you can choose from are mimosa tank 
and cardamom(similar to chai tea). “All the scents 
smell amazing and are a big hit,”  Evea Promen 
stated. The winter might be too dark and gloomy 
but the scents for fall will bring you happiness and 
warmth until the sun comes out with the spring 
showers and fresh flowers.
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Fall is in The Air
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By: Ryder

Dear Ryder...

Send your letters to rydersadvice@gmail.com for advice

Photo Credit : Ryder

Should Hygiene Products be in ALL Bathrooms? 

Photo credit:  Tyler Jorgenson

By:  Annonomus Writer

There are a variety of dif-
ferent people who experi-
ence periods, this does in-
clude  people in the trans 
community. Transgender 
student Jay Bucher,  when 
talked to about more ac-
cessible monthly hygiene 
products, he stated “They 
could possibly put them-
selves in an uncomforta-
ble situation if they have 
to ask or possibly unsafe.” 
meaning that sometimes 
it can be difficult to ask for 
hygiene products if you 
don’t look or identify as a 

gender that has periods. 
When asked the same 

question sophomore Ka-
cie Bridges said “I think it 
would be really good for 
everyone like trans gen-
der people and everyo-
ne”.
There is so much THS 

can do to make the trans 
community feel more 
comfortable for exam-
ple  “ The boys bathroom 
doesn’t have a white dis-
posal box in the stalls’’ 
said an anonymous THS 
student which can beco-
me a HUGE hygiene issue.
Sometimes people for-

get  to bring their hygie-
ne products. This can be 
quite embarrassing ,not 
to mention the hassle of 
walking to the nurses of-
fice just to get a product. 
THEN having to walk 
all the way back to the 
bathroom!!! S
ophomore Kacie Bridges, 

when asked about ha-
ving hygiene products in 
bathrooms being useful, 
she said ”In case you have 
forgotten or needed so-
mething at the moment”. 
What do you think? 
Would you like to have 

period products accessi-

ble in all bathrooms? 
When asked about any 

cons Kacie said “I can see 
people taking advantage 
of that or doing inappro-
priate things with them”. 
As you can see the evi-

dence clearly shows that 
the pros outweigh the 
cons overall.
 A change like this is cru-

cial to the health and well 
being of our school. 
What changes do you 

think could be made to 
our school? 
How can you as a stu-

dent participate in this 
change?

By: Lexi DeLuna
Movie Reviews: Halloween Edition

My 
Advice 
Would Be...

I know that when you are 
in the midst of dealing with 
hard things it can feel like 
you are all alone in the wor-
ld, that no one else could 
possibly understand the po-
sition you are in. I am here to 
tell you that all people--yes, 
even the ones who appear to 
be perfect from the outside 
perspective--at least every 
now and then feel the stress 
of their lives and responsi-
bilities. You are not alone in 
your anxiety, so do not feel 
alone in your situation.
As mentioned, you are ha-

ving trouble sleeping, which 
again is not uncommon. You 
could try a couple of things 
to help with your sleeping, 
such as melanin, or try this--
blink your eyes as fast and as 
many times as possible for 

a whole minute, that should 
tire your eyes out, and help 
you fall asleep faster. Ano-
ther way to help calm your 
brain down--which I per-
sonally use when stressed 
out--is to repeat this poem, 
“For every ailment under the 

sun, a solution there be one, 
or there be none. If there be 
one, go and find it. If there 
be none, nevermind it.” 
No one should have to feel 

anxious and stressed out all 
by themselves. If your mom 
is not emotionally available 
to help you, then there are 

plenty of other people you 
could talk to. If you have any 
good friends in your life, a 
trusted coach or teacher, 
an older sibling or relative, 
or even the counselors at 
school. 
Everyone has a hard time 

dealing with their emotions 
when the going gets hard. 
The key is to experien-

ce and acknowledge your 
emotions, but to not beco-
me so consumed in them 
that they take over all of 
your thoughts, and prevent 
you from living your life and 
making good decisions.
 I wish you all the best, and 

hope you do well. 

Sincerely, 
~ Ryder

Whether it’s a family classic like It’s The Great Pump-
kin, Charlie Brown or a horror classic like Halloween 
most everyone has a favorite spooky season film.  
While of course classics are classics for a reason I’m 
reviewing a less spoken of early 2000s halloween 
film.
The spotlight film for this edition of the newspaper is 
The Haunted Mansion. The movie was made in 2003 
with a running time of 1 hour 39 minutes. Starring 
Eddie Murphy and Marsha Thomason, the movie is a 
family friendly comedy film perfect for the season of 
scares.
The movie features two real estate agents (married) 
who attempt to go on a family weekend trip with 
their two children to escape the craziness of their 
work lives. Before reaching their destination they 
stopped at a mansion for “20 minutes max” to speak 
with the owners. 
Harsh rain conveniently started and the family be-
came flooded in for the night. That’s when the real 
adventure begins. During the night, strange occur-
rences begin and the wife (Marsha Tomphson) disap-
pears. The dad (Eddie Murphy), his oldest daughter 
(Aree Davis) and younger son (Marc John Jefrees) go 
on an adventure on the large property dealing with 
ghosts, zombies, and more. The goal of this journey 
was to stop a marriage between the wife and the 
owner of the household. 
By the end of the night, despite not having the ideal 
family vacation, it is fair to say that they all succes-
sfully came closer as a family thus creating your 
perfect disney ending. 
During an interview with Lola Smith -freshman- she 
said that the movie, “Lacks the scare factor.” This 
could make it unappealing for some people because 
they are looking to be frightened but if that’s not you 
then this is perfect!

Photo credit: Google Images
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The Absolute Worst The Absolute Worst 
Halloween CandyHalloween Candy  

Will We End Will We End 
Up Back Up Back 
In Online In Online 
School?School?

By: Aspen Desmarais

With the surges of cases, 
and school activities being 
canceled, the question that 
some people are asking is if 
we will go back online or not.
Everything was thrown into 

chaos in March of last year. 
The jokes lost their smiles, 
a faroff threat edged closer 
and closer; and yet it seems 
we could have never been 
prepared for what happened. 
Online schooling has exist-

ed for years, but recently it 
has become more in the lime-
light by force. Like everything 
else, it has pros and cons, but 
the general consensus is that 
it is inferior. We seem to have 
recovered and got back on 
our feet since the vaccines hit 
the public, though unfortu-
nately many people are not 
getting them. 
That brings us to the ques-

tion; if cases are to flare up 
once again, will we return to 
how it once was? A date as 
recent as September 20th, 
we had 357 new cases. 
Students are beginning to 

be put into quarantine, and 
people are being investigat-
ed to see if they were in con-
tact with the infected. 
Still we already had trou-

ble before when the football 
team caught a case before 
the year began. Sports, un-
surprisingly, has the most ex-
posure to Covid-19 so far. 
With a lot of contact and 

no masks, it would make it a 
breeding ground. 
With all of this information 

I would say it is a possibility 
that we could go back online 
at some point.
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Shopping in Person Shopping in Person 
vs. Onlinevs. Online
By: Payton Cox

Many things have changed in the past year for 
everyone.
An abundance of people have shifted to online 
shopping for their own personal safety. 
However, many stores have kept their doors 
open for those who prefer to shop in-person.
While online shopping may seem like the way 
to go, there are many parts of in-store shopping 
that simply cannot be recreated on a website.
Unlike online shopping where my attempt at 
buying a new pair of jeans lead to looking like I 
was swimming in denim, in person I can simply 
walk into American Eagle and find fitting jeans. 
With online shopping you have to guess, and 
possibly return the item which means unhelpful 
customer service, and we all know that means 
Karen will be asking to speak to the manager.
Shopping in stores right now does have its risks. 
You could still contract the virus if you mask up, 
practice safe social distancing, use hand sanitiz-
er, etc.
The infamous Costco caught my eye with having 
cut down the number of people they’re allow-
ing into the store back when covid was a bigger 
deal. 
They had less stock of low sale items as an effort 
to slow the number of people who entered.
Still, it is so much better to shop in person 
because you can have fun with it! I can’t get an 
opinion from my friends about which style of 
jeans they think would compliment the shirt I 
bought earlier.
Overall stores are doing their best to help in 
store customers continue doing their normal 
shopping safely. 
With all of these safety measures, I am confident 
in my safety and ability to enjoy shopping, and 
know what I’m actually coming home with.

Polls: Homecoming Week Edition
Responses from 175 Students Selected at Random 
Should Our School 
Host more dances 
Besides Homecoming 

Do You Enjoy Spirit 
Week?

63% yes! 12% No

26% I 
don’t  
go To 
them

15.6% Not Really 84.4% Yes!

If you have ever gone trick or treating when 
you’re a kid, you know that there are some ups 
and downs in terms of candy you get. 
Some kids dream that one year that their neigh-
bor named Robert will give them a mega sized 
kitkat straight from the Hershey factory in 
Pennsylvania, but some kids come up unlucky 
and instead get fresh oranges from a girl named 
Katie that picked the oranges fresh from the 
garden.
 It is a mystery of what you get from trick or 
treating but I’m here to tell you the bottom of 
the barrel of halloween candy you could get. 
When interviewing my classmate Jaelyn, she 
said “Candy corn is the worst because it has the 
smallest portion and not as good as all the other 
candy you can get.” I agree with what she says, 
I don’t think any kid would enjoy getting some 
pieces of candy corn from their neighbors. 
Candy corn just isn’t meant for a trick or treat 
candy, instead like a fall candy, so candy corn 
just isn’t good for kids these days for trick or 
treating. Another classmate of mine named 
Hannah states her opinion of the  worst candy 
to get,“I hate Dots, they taste like old lady feet, 
and they always get stuck in your mouth, it’s an-
noying.” Just like candy corn, I have never met a 
person that likes Dots from trick or treating. 
I threw away that candy when I went trick or 
treating. I also rarely get Dots from trick or 
treating. 
It just shows how bad they are. Even as candy in 
general, dots are just awful. 
If you ever meet someone that gets any of these 
candy from trick or treating and are happy 
about it, run the other way, because they might 
just be crazy.

By: Henry Jagger


